Sawyer County
Agenda
Comprehensive Plan Development Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 @ 6:00 PM
Assembly Room
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PRELIMINARY MATTERS
a.

Call to Order and Roll Call

b.

Pledge of Allegiance

c.

Certification of Compliance with Open Meetings Law

d.

Meeting Agenda

e.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
SCCPC Minutes Feb 25 2020

f.

Public Comment

EVALUATION OF CURRENT PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
a.

Review each statement in attached Current Goals and
Objectives. Should these be carried forward in the plan update?
Should statements be revised based on current or anticipated
conditions in the county? (Discussion/Possible Action)
Current Goals and Objectives

b.

Considerations (Discussion/Possible Action)
· Has the goal or objective been accomplished?
· Does it remain realistic given resources available?
· Based on what you know today, do the goals and objectives
address current and anticipated conditions, or needs, in Sawyer
County? If not, what language would you propose?
Goal statements are intended to be broad, overarching
expressions of desired future conditions.
Objective statements are intended to be measurable responses
to the question “What has to be done, or what is needed in order
to achieve the stated goal?”
Once stated objectives have been fulfilled, the goal should be
reached or achieved.
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3.

ISSUES IDENTIFICATION EXERCISE

8

a.

Identification of non-listed items (Discussion Only)
Issues Identification Update Working List

9 - 20

b.

Consolidate existing items (Discussion Only)
Issues Identification Exercise - existing list

c.

Eliminate complaint or trivial issues (Discussion Only)

4.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN
Public Participation Plan - signed (review only)
a.

5.

REFERRING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES TO OTHER COUNTY
COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION (DISCUSSION/ACTION)

6.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND DATES (DISCUSSION ONLY)

7.

ADJOURNMENT

21 - 28

A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its
committees may be present at this
meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the
committees have established
attendance at this meeting as an official function of the Board or
committee(s) or otherwise made a
determination that attendance at the meeting is necessary to carry out
the Board or committee’s
function. The only purpose for other supervisors attending the meeting is
to listen to the information
presented. Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the
committee providing this notice and
agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting.
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Minutes
Sawyer County Comprehensive Planning Committee
February 25, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
Assembly Room – Sawyer County Courthouse
Voting members present: Mark Olson, Phil Nies, Ron Buckholtz, Linda Zilmer, Nita Kemp, Kay Wilson, Troy Morgan.
Voting members absent: Steve Kelsey, Jason Weaver, Elaine Nybert, Marc Helwig.
Others present: Jay Kozlowski – Sawyer County, Kelly Nechuta – Sawyer County, Jason Laumann – NWRPC, Emily
Nelson – NWRPC.
Meeting called to order by Chair Mark Olson at 6:02 p.m. The Chair verified that a quorum was present.
Motion by Phil Nies to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2020 meeting. Seconded by Ron Buckholtz. Motion
carried.
Presentation of key areas going forward from Jason Laumann of the Northwest Regional Planning Commission.
EMSI software is used for the county’s economics modeling. It is vital to have accurate demographic statistics
during the planning process.
It was noted that an aging population, which Sawyer County is experiencing, has huge impacts on economic
planning.
Mr. Laumann then led the commission through the preliminary data. This included some clarification of terms
contained in the report. “LQ” stands for “location quotient”. This is defined as the relative abundance of industries
in a given geographic location. “Cohort” is another term for age class.
Population growth estimates for a county like ours are notoriously difficult to predict. Inventory of buildable lake
lots would be an ideal measure to be able to look at going forward. This data may take some time to gather.
The committee then volunteered issues of major importance and focus identified by each member. We will revisit
issues discussion again at the next meeting.
Reviewed the structure of the Vision element of the Comprehensive Plan. Suggested a work group for this task that
could then report back to the full group. We will work as a committee of the whole at a meeting next Tuesday,
March 3, 2020 at 6:00.
It was noted that we need a point person to identify commercial and industrial areas that have been added since
the last plan.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted
Troy Morgan
Secretary
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Intergovernmental
Cooperation Goal
Establish mutually beneficial cooperative relationships with adjacent and overlapping
jurisdictions, including but not limited to area school districts, state and federal agencies, Lac
Courte Oreilles, town, village, city governments
and others.
8.

Objective 1: Develop methods to address existing and potential conflicts between parties
Objective 2: Share community facilities and services whenever possible
Objective 3: Strengthen the relationship between Lac Courte Oreilles and Sawyer County

9. Land Use Goal
A coordinated, planned development
County.

pattern

consistent with the rural character of Sawyer

Objective 1: Develop short and long range initiatives that seek collaborative efforts between
local, tribal, state and federal agencies and programs.

Objective 2: Development patterns
resources of Sawyer County.

and activities that protect and enhance the natural
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Sawyer County Comprehensive Plan Update - Issues Identification Working List






















Countywide gaps with extreme highs and lows in age cohorts, housing, jobs, income, etc.
Lack of senior housing and assisted living opportunities
Deterioration of existing housing
Lack of larger apartment complexes
Disparities between lake homes and homes in outlying areas
Rent increases due to more demand than supply
Currently no large manufacturing jobs
Potential for bringing in light industrial work
Potential to host large public events/festivals to bring in tourism and revenue
Lack of cohesive thinking – landscape ties everyone together, but is everyone invested in
maintaining it?
Forest fragmentation
Balance maintaining northwoods character and the need for infrastructure and economic
diversification to attract people to come to and stay in the area
Lack of broadband infrastructure and need to expand it
Hayward school does include some skilled trades curriculum (welding and construction)
Expand public safety services in healthcare, emergency services, fire, etc.
Need to identify the types of tourism the county wants to attract
Deterioration of transportation system, particularly at Town level
Revenue disparities amongst communities
Drug epidemic and its relationship to housing, education, poverty, etc.
Need for an addiction treatment facility
Groundwater protection (public water systems and private household wells)
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ISSUES DENTIFICAT ON EXERCISE

County Character:
Logging Industry and Vacation Land
To me the county is defined as rural with large areas of undeveloped land,
either publicly or privately owned with the abundance of forest, water;
lakes, rivers, etc. Access to the resources of this area affords a sense of
place tied to this rural setting.
Up Northwood’s and water
History of Chippewa Flowage, tribal and non-tribal
Recreational opportunities offered by the natural resources
Though the County is split geographically, economically, and socially, the
one uniting feature is our natural resources. It appears generally accepted
that all are proud of our lakes, rivers, streams, and forests
Rural, wilderness, not overly developed, open forest and farmland (except
for Town of Hayward)
Full time residents are pleasant, helpful, and friendly
Sporting opportunities
Edgewater has comprehensive plan, is to be included into county plan
The “woods & water” of Sawyer County has defined the character of our
county. From Native American History, the logging Industry, early tourism
& fishing to Sawyer County’s now world renowned events
this county is
known for relaxation with a purpose. Skiers, bikers, snowmobiles, musky
fishermen are just a few of the types of people drawn to the county or do
call Sawyer County home.
The Native American school, college, clinic, and government center show
growth and caring in our Native American population.
Our sense of place may come from coming back to our roots as seen by
the retirees moving to the county where they either grew up or vacationed
at as a youngster.
Sawy er Co. is the 4”‘or 5”‘largest county in the State (1,256 sq. mi.).
Federal, State, County and Tribal lands along with many private parcels in
forest land management make for diverse recreational opportunities.
History from the years past and stories from older generations.
Logging and Chippewa Flowage
The availability of public recreational and forestry lands. The forests the
clean lakes and rivers.
Large unpopulated forest tracts
Clean air
Clean water
Public land
Diverse population
Forests
Low population density
Public trails
—

—

—
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The recreational resources:
Lakes, rivers snowmobile trails, parks, golf courses, cross-country
O
ski trails
Lumber industry
Native Americans
Schools
World class events

(B)

Transportation

Issues:

More public transportation needed
Create a public transportation system that would afford working individuals
the ability to use it effectively to commute
if a system existed how do we market that system effectively so
individuals would be encouraged to leave their cars at home
Bike lanes on all major roads
expand recreational trails for all users/keeping separate trails for
motorized and non motorized trail users
Keeping roads in good condition
Lack of funding to the County and Towns for the overall repair and
maintenance of our highway system
overall the road system is ok
Some county highways need to be repaved
Bus system is good for a rural area. Hayward is too small for a bus
system; however an open trolley type bus operating on Main Street during
the summer would be an attraction.
Transportation Issues have improved in Sawyer County with the
LCO/Sawyer County Transit system. Education of the population who
could utilize the transit may be necessary.
Not much of an issue. All State roads are improved. The county roads are
in pretty good repair, except for EE to the Price County line.
Good
Replacing bridge on County B. County B upgrade from 70 to W.
Improve public / private transit for people to get to medical appointments,
etc.
Individual farming, but all small farms have gone out and only large
corporate farms are left, which leave a lot of unused wasted land. Hard to
get taxes out of.
High energy costs
Major roads from small communities are for the most part, in good
condition. There is concern about ratings on county bridges on main
thoroughfares.
Need more public transportation
Dealing with the seasonal traffic
Signs
Use airport more
Smart growth of system
—
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Desire to bury all overhead wires
Cell phone towers within townships
A HUGE area of concern is the 60% 70% of the County that has a lack of
cell reception.
More parks would be beneficial to residents and visitors alike
Sawyer County, Wl—DNRand many Townships provide terrific parks, boat
landings and public recreation areas.
Facilities and services are pretty good. With the Tuscobia Trail there is a
need for new trail head facilities in the Draper Township adjacent to the
trail.
More parks and camping
County Seat is in the NW corner
We need improved internet access for the whole SE part of the County.
Parks and access to County Forest land. Availability of quiet sports access
would afford more recreational opportunities for little investment.
Costs are too high.
There seems to be a need for more law enforcement coverage in areas
outside of Hayward. The more remote areas could also use some county
park facilities. Fire protection is always a big issue and as volunteerism
diminishes, may become real need. More nursing homes and assisted
living facilities are badly needed.
Need a countywide sewage treatment facility to eliminate land spreading
of septage on agricultural field
Need more places with sewer and water (will drive economic
development)
County land for parks (Nelson Lake)! We need more public parks
-

Agriculture,

Cultural and Natural Resource

Issues:

We need to protect, conserve, and manage our wetland, lakes, and
renewable resources.
maintain large blocks of land for agriculture and forestryEncourage the continuation of small family farms.
Continued management of forestry lands for productivity (timber
harvesting) and recreation.
Keeping and promoting quality culture-library, theater, festivals
Preserve clean air and water
Should honor LCO requests for protection of culturally sensitive areas
Do all we can to protect water quality
Development and over—development of lakeshore property.
Fragmentation of large blocks oftimberland.
Loss of the small family farm
Rural, farm, forest, character of county must be protected
Agricultural areas have been disappearing in Sawyer County as the small
family farm has a difficult time making a living in this marginal ag area.
Cultural Resources are usually lost with the older generations passing on.

2/28/2008
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(H)

Land Use Issues:
Coordinate a development pattern consistent with our commercial,
industrial, and residential uses.
Fragmentation of large blocks of Agricultural and Forestry land are a
growing concern. Continued development of secondary homes by nonresident owners who often behave differently with a lack of respect for the
people who actually live in the County. Conflicting land uses abound within
the County often tied to money / profits of outside developers. (Not in the
best interest of residence who live here)
Towns and adjourning communities are beginning to see that cooperation
(trail systems, zone districts, transportation layout, etc. are going to be
important in the future. Pace of develop has been overwhelming within the
County within the past 10 years.
Growth within surrounding counties does not appear to be having a direct
impact on Sawyer County’s growth.
Growth needs to be defined, is growth more second homes, more fast
food restaurants or more permanent residence, or some combination of
multiple factors. If you are going to look at growth and plan for it must be
concretely defined.
The pace of development is moving so rapidly that regulations are not
drafted and enacted fast enough to preserve the character of the
community and its’ environment.
Sawyer County needs to encourage more small light industrial/
manufacturing jobs. The area has an abundance of low wage service
sectorjobs but few living wage jobs. At the same time we lack
professionals in the medical fields (doctors, nurses etc.) Tourism has a
wide economic impact on the county being one of the driving economic
forces within the county. Tourism planning needs to be addressed (what
type of tourism should the area promote) just like land use planning. Also
how can wages be increased in the tourism area. We need to address
how to keep young people in the area though education and advanced
learning opportunities.
Lake property (lots) that should not be represented as lake lots
Development of marginal lakeshore property and small lakes. The new
Wilderness category of lakes will help for decades to come
The problem is with the land speculators and developers who, after
completing a project (subdivisions, condominiums, etc.) leave the area
and don’t have to live with the results. The price of land (shoreland) is
being driven by part-time residents who have no sense of ownership in the
community.
Mind-set is an issue. Personal agendas are a problem.
Land use planning perhaps will always be an issue. It is very difficult to
stay with a land use plan when zone district changes are always taking
place. The towns and the county have to stay with it. Sawyer County is
still on a fast pace for development.
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I believe the DNR and County have too much control over certain peop|e’s
private property.
Since the county apparently had lax land use and construction policies
until recently, I think that the older residents are resistant to the new
ordinances, but with more people and more development we are going to
lose the quality of our resources if we don’t protect them from depletion
and pollution.
All small farms are forced out and large corporate farms won’t pay much
Division of land into small parcels not consistent with surrounding land
use.
Protecting agricultural and forest lands
Cranberry bogs
Spreading of septage on agricultural fields
To find a balance between the rights of land owner and the rights of all

Economic Development

(I)

Issues:

Attract and retain quality business and industry to improve employment
and personal income. Tourism is a huge impact, bringing more local
development and jobs. Theyjust need to be higher paying jobs, to help
retain a better local workforce.
Sawyer County needs to encourage more small light industrial /
manufacturing jobs. The area has an abundance of low wage service
sectorjobs but few living wage jobs. At the same time we lack
professionals in the medical fields (doctors, nurses etc.) Tourism has a
wide economic impact on the county being one of the driving economic
forces within the county. Tourism planning needs to be addressed (what
type of tourism should the area promote) just like land use planning. Also
how can wages are increased in the tourism area. We need to address
how to keep young people in the area though education and advanced
learning opportunities.
Year round economy
Tourism is very important to the County
A “big box” store, like Menard’s, Lowe’s, or Home Depot would be nice.
Not only do I refuse to pay 5 times as much for materials, many of the
local vendors have made an opulent living from gouging their friends and
neighbors.
Paying residents a decent living wage should not be that far—fetched.
Many of our "retirees” are in their second home. The thought that they
don’t want to pay local employees, officials, teachers, etc. as much as
wherever they came from is unbelievable.
Economic development is not necessarily a good thing. It is a double edge
sword that appears to be progress, but can result in increased population.
This results in higher taxes for support services (i.e. police, fire, school,
road, etc.)
There are not enough adequate local jobs for Sawyer County residents.
Manufacturing/industry type jobs would be an asset.
6
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I do not know what the county strengths, challenges & difficulties are in
attracting new business.
Economic development is important. Perhaps there could be more
promotion of wood working industries (cabinet making, outdoor furniture,
etc). Give tax incentives for these industries to get started. Tourism is the
big industry now
Convince motels, we need more people to do grant writing, this would help
employ people.
Year around industry for permanentjobs, tourism is too unpredictable.
We need the regular incomes of permanentjobs, but we need the
infrastructure and educational opportunities to attract employees to settle
here or stay here. Again this is circular (one depends on the other) We
need to support the tourism industry, but we need to encourage the
expansion of other opportunities that don’t killwhat we already have.
Old people dying off, young people have no jobs to keep them around
here
Sawyer County’s current economic sectors can be categorized in two
major categories, Forestry and Tourism. Each can be further broken into
divisions such as logging, pallet manufacturing, wood products production
under the Forestry heading and lodging, food service, and retail services
on the tourism side. The demographic studies have shown that Sawyer
County’s largest employment sector is retail trade while manufacturing
accounted for 9.2% in 2006. Other studies and surveys have shown that
the majority of full time and second home owners have selected the
Sawyer County area to live in for the “Up North” atmosphere and appeal. It
seems that any increase in industry in the area must be balanced with this
in mind. Due to lack of population (labor force) and other logistics it is
unlikely that “heavy industry” would choose to locate in the county nor
would it necessarily be welcomed. But “light” industry would be welcomed
and promoted. Included could be increased manufacturing surrounding
the forest products industry such as pallet manufacturing, hard wood
milling, wood pellet manufacturing and furniture making to name a few.
Also the service areas could be promoted such as phone centers and
order facilities that are currently outsourced to other countries. Sawyer
County government has been proactive in its support of economic
development through support of the Sawyer County Development
Corporation and the Hayward Lakes Visitor and Convention Bureau. Both
organizations appear to be active in the pursuit of growth in each ones
particular sector, SCDC in affordable housing and business development
and HLVCB in their tourism promotion. Job availability seems to be
greatest in the Hayward area as it is the largest community in the county.
In other locations well paying jobs are scarce with limited availability of
jobs in technical areas, health care, management, and other professional
fields. Sawyer County needs to provide ease of access for businesses and
industries that would consider locating in our area. Good roads, rapid
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(K)

Strengths

in attracting

new business:

lt’s natural resources
Good public school system
The natural resources that attract people to this area
Lots of timber
New power line
Rail
Good highways
Cheap labor costs compared to say, New Jersey
Really good schools
Recreational opportunities
Trained labor force, depending on the job
Maybe we don’t have any at this time
So far the industry is wood and wood products
Access to water and wildland based recreation
Clean water and air.
Wood resources for small cottage industries.
People with ideas.
Employees want to live away from cities and the noise and dirt and
heavy population. We have a good workforce here. Unfortunately,
most of them are now working in Ladysmith, Phillips, Park Falls,
Birchwood, etc.
Renewable natural resources
Great place to live
Natural resources
Schools

(L)

Challenges/difficulties
0

in attracting/retaining

business:

Ensure future commercial and industry development are compatible
with Sawyer County’s character
Lack of educated, motivated
workforce
1|-III-I-ul-u
Lack of infrastructure.
Lack of varied and reliable telecommunications
Lack of workforce
Quality factory labor
-I-H-.|.|.—. and incentives
Other cities and counties offering tax exemptions
Cities with higher unemployment
Dependable labor. This is in HI-II-I|.I-In-.
part due to the many retired
people in the
I-|_u|-1|.
area.
State and County help in providing information on how to get started.
General support.
Dependable, trained -II-I-II-I-I.-III-III-In-I-II-I
labor. Educational opportunities especially away
from Hayward.
Dissention among the ranks. The minute there's any kind of change in
a procedure or proposed improvement, half the population decided it’s
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not a good idea, and that’s before they’ve bothered to ask questions
and/or done any research on the time in question.
Cold winters
Mosquitoes and deer ticks
Lack of highly trained and well educated work force
Expensive taxes
Lack of water and sewer
Lack of trained labor force

(M)

Intergovernmental

Cooperation

Issues:

Coordinate and develop formal agreements. Share facilities when
possible.
Local units of government often feel trumped on and over overruled by
county government. Sharing of municipal services between
intergovernmental units could occur more if parties were educated as to
cost saving and would be willing to relinquish territorialism.
The county for the most part has good working relationships with tribal
government. Not sure about adjacent counties.
Key to this is good community representation at the county level
Numerous complaints about level of punishment for local crime—often
sentences are light and stayed
The Townships have from time to time problems on building permits
Conditional use permits and variance
The LCO band should play a larger role in the County government. There
is an obvious majority use of some services including law enforcement,
social services, etc. A larger portion of the tax burden should fall on LCO
and they should have an automatic seat on the County Board
Generally they respect the local towns wishes, however the local towns
cannot override the county board
Over the last ten plus years, I have seen Intergovernmental cooperation
strengthen and grow.
Communication is pretty limited or non-existent.
There seems to be very little interest for the towns to work together. This
may be the result of the very independent nature of the people who live
here. This can only be alleviated by building trust and it may fall to new
residents taking an interest in Town politics.
I have a good deal of communication with the county offices and feel
Town of Winter has a good working relationship with those offices. In most
cases our opinions are considered and honored where possible. The
problem I see is lack of communication between the departments in the
courthouse.
Improving working relationship with LCO tribe
Need to work more with Native Americans
Casino, unfair competition, land signs
0
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INTROD OTION
1'he Sawyer County PublicParticipation Plan (PPP) formsthe basicframeworkfor
achievingan interactivedialoguebetweenlocal.state and federaldecision-makersand
localcitizens.This plan outlinesthe publicparticipationstrategy forthe update and
adoption of the comprehensiveplan for Sawyer county.
Sawyer county willexercise due diligence to ensure that the spirit and intent of this PPP
is upheldthroughoutthe process; however.
it shouldbe expectedthat deviationsfrom
this plan may be warranted. Exceptions may includeadditionalmeetings or activities
not outlinedin this documentor other activitiesbased on cost.availabilityof
personneilguest speakers. changes to the planning process timeiineor other
unforeseeablefactors.

PUBLICINVOLVEMENT
ICATIONSGUIDELINES
ANDCOMMUN
General
The main goal of the PPP is to make the citizensand land ownersof the county aware
of progress Inthe comprehensive planning process by offering the publicopportunities
to actively participate Inthe plan update process. Taken individually.the activitiesand
actionsdescribedin thi plan are not expected to reach and lnforrneach and every
resident or property ownerin the county. collectively. however.the plan activitiesand
actions are designed to effectivelyand efficientlyprovidea broad-baseddissemination
ofinformationand maximizethe opportunityfor citizeninvolvementand comment.

The majorityof publicparticipationactivitieswillfocus on public inforrnatlon.
education.
provideopportunitiesfor the publicto
and input. Publicmeetings and open houses will
openly discuss comprehensive planning issues withcounty committeemembers and
localgovernmentstaff.Fonnaipublichearings willalsobe conductedas part of the plan
adoption process to allowpublictestimony to be made regarding the comprehensive
plan update. Every effortwillbe madeto ensurethat all publicmeetings are held at
locationsconvenientand accessible. other publicparticipationactivitieswillbe
exploredto infonnand receive inputfromresidentsthat may not be able to attend public
meetings and hearings.

Provisions for Open Discussion
Sawyer County willensurethat publicmeetings allowfor an open discussion of the
relevant Issuesat hand and publlchearings allowforepproprletepublletaallmony.
Whenpubllc meetings or hearings are held.every effortIn ensure these who choose to
parlldpale have the opporlunllyIn actually have their oplnluneheard. To accomplish
lhlu.lhe lollowlngeetlonawl? be lmplememed:
1 An agenda wlllbe eetabllahedthIIloleerly dellneelhe purposeof the pub ''°
meellnu0, hearlnu.the [lame to be dlseueeed, and any ecllonelhel may be
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2. The scheduled date.time.and place willbe convenient to encourage
maximumparticipation of residents and property owners.
3. A cleeriy Idenliilebie leclillaloror cheirwili conductthe meeting or heeringl n
an orderly fashion to ensurethat all attendsee have an opportunity to offer
discuss issues.or providetestimony.
comments.

4. As appropriate. an overviewof documentsor proposals to be consideredwil
be discussed.
l
5. Allpersons attending the meeting or hearing that desire to participate should
be allowedto do so. However.
speci?c factors.such as the meetingor
hearing purpose. numberin attendance,timeconsiderations.
or future
opportunitiesto pertlclpeiemay requirethat appropriate constraintsbe
ap piled. These constraints willbe clearly outlinedby the facilitatoror chair if
the need arises.
6. Allattendees willbe encouraged to sign in using a providedsign in sheet.

7 Meeting summaries willbe transcribed and madeavailableas soonas
possible followingthe meeting or hearing.
8. Special anangemenls

willbe rnsde under the provisions of the Americans
with DisabilitiesAct(ADA)with sufllcientadvance notice.

Opportunity for wrl tten comments
Detailedcomments can be expressed through writtenlonrlel To encouragecitizensto
express written comment the followingeteiits willbe taken:

.

V

1. Allmeeting and hearing netleee willincludethe name.address, end e-mel
address (ifapplicable) at the pereon(o) to whomwrittencomments ehouidb
sent along withany deadlinesfor submittingcomments.
whenwenunled.
2- P°f8°n8 Snaaki?li0' testifyingwillbe encouraged to can clseiy express their
comments and provide speci?c detailsInwrittenlorrnet

consideration of and Reeponu to Public COIIIIIIOIIIB
The various methods tor involving the public and eoiicitlngpublicopinions and
comments are defined herein. These methods represent the initialsteps forbringlnu
public comment into the decision-makingprocess. The iolluwlng’
steps willbe leken to
ensurethat public recommendationsand comments are takenintoconsideration
by

declslon-melrere:

Timewill
comment

reeerv eubeequ no the clone oi meeting. hearing. 0
d prior to a neural decleio or recommendation

ndline
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made to ensurethat decisionmakers can adequately reviewall relevant
materials or comments.
2. Declalan-makersmay reoanveno a publicharlng forthe purpose of
eddveeelng publiccommante.
3- The record(written commenle or lestlmnny. tape recording8. or transcripts)
of hearings and meellng summaries willbe compiled by ap pointed eommlitea
membersand made availableto dealstonmakersfor theirreviewand
consideration.

PUBLICINVOLVEMENT
PLAN

ensra‘

I Provisions
PlanningDovelopmen
Meetings& Workshops
l Committee
Regularlyscheduledpublic meetings to discuss and compile informationcollected
relevantto the nine elementsof the compreheneive plan update wlllbe held Through
local publicmeetings. residents willbe able to be comea in lnulrumentai pert of their
community'splanningprocess. By participatingin meetingsand workshops. citizens
can aid theirelected ofiicialsand planningcommitteein creating a visionfor the county.

.

Maeling/HeerlngNallaee
Ofilclaimeeting noticeswillbe prepared for any publicmeeting or hearing conducted.
The county clerk or other stallwillplace meeting noticesat the county's designated
posting iotlon(s). it is recommendedthat meeting noticesbe posted at least one week
priorto the meeting. Allpublic hearings willfollowthe same public notice
except all publichearings willbe published under the Class IInotice
recommendations
requirements. Final plan adoption hearingwillbe posied under a class i notice.
civicand community Frauen tallons
.
Representativesresponsibleforthe update of the comprehensiveplan may meet with
localcivicand communityorganizationsto discuss the development of the
comprelienslve plan. lnformelionmaybe collectedat ihe civicand community functions
as it perlelna to the upalateof lhe oomprehenalveplan.
MallingUsts
citizenswillhave opporiuniiieeto piece the II’
As publicpenlclpelion proceeds, iniereateci
nameona mailinglistlo receive informationregarding lhe planning process viadlreet
willeomple and
mailor e-mallwhereapplicable.The planninucommllteeloommlealan
fmm
mailing
originate
list
will
onine
mind
be
Names
to
mailing
incl
list.
this
maintain
meeting and hearing sign-lnshe ole, wrllrencerreepondance as well as through
epeclel
lndMduelraqueeie. This llelwillalso be mad for neweletter alreulallan.
mailings,and notices as appropriate.

.
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Planning DocumentDlesamlnatlon

Documentsthat contain or describe the proposed plan update policies.maps. or
recommendations willbe made available for public review. Documentsmay be
disseminated as follows:
1. Digitalversions willbe posted on the county website.

2. A digital copy willbe provided to locallibraries.
3. A digital copy willbe provided to each county elected officialandlor key staff.

4. A digital copy willbe distributedto LCOand each adjoining localunit of
government.

Pub Ilc Hearings
Once the tlnal dratioi the Sawyer county Comprehensive Plan Updateis complete. a
minlmumof one public hearing lo receive publiccomment on the proposed plan and
ordinance willbe held. Additionalhearings may be held at the discretion of the
appropriate committee
Hearing Notices
Sawyer county willplace legal notice oi hearing in its olliciai newapaper(s). Hearing
notice willbe published in cornpilance with state requlremanls set forthin 568.1001.
Wis.Stats.
Prior to enacting an eminence approving the comprehensive plan.a hearing she! be
conducted prewded by a class 1 publicnoticethat In published at least 30 days before
the hearing is held. The county may also provide noticeof the hearing by erryother
means it considers appropriate. The Close1 notice shall contain at leastthe following

information:

1. ‘ma date, time.and piece of hearing.
2. A summary of the proposed comprehensive plan or amendment to euch a plan
3. The name of an individualemployed by the county who may provide additional
informationregarding the proposed eminence.
4. lnfonnaticn relating to where and whan the propoeed comprehenslve plan
ordinancemay be inspected beforethe hearing and howa copy of the plan ma
be obtained.
y
Sawyer county Comprehensive Pian Updah Adoption Process
Sawyer County willfollowthe procedu res foradopting the updated onmprehenslve pla

as listedIn §66.1D01.

n
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KEYPUBLICPARTICIPATIONA011

8

Planning committee Meetings
The publicwillbe encouraged to attend scheduledmeetings oi the Sawyer County
Comprehensive Plan Update Committee.Timewillbe allocatedduring each meeting for
the general public to address the committeeor to ask questions about the planning
process.Ate minimum.
the requirementsof §19.31 pertainingto publicmeetings and
notiilcatlonwillbe met. The County Clerkor other stallwillplace meeting notices at the
county’sdesignated posting location(s). it is recommendedthat meeting noticesbe
posted at least one week prior to the meeting.
Sawyer county Towns Association Meetings
Representative of the county may attend meeting of the Sawyer County Towns
to provideupdates on plan update progress. here and gather planUnitIAssoclation
relatedinfonnationand discuss key planningtopics.
Draft P an or Amendment Presentation
Once a draft versionof the updated comprehensiveplan or amendmenthas been
produced. the county willhost an "open house”event to allowthe public to review the
plan and comment on plan materials. Notification
willbe placed in local media and on
the countyweb site.

Public Viewing of Pin-re eted Materials
maps and othereducationalmaterialsand documents willbe made available
Narrative.
for publicviewing at the Sawyer county UW-Extension
Office.Sawyer county
GovemmentCenter.during regular businesshours. Where possible.these materials
willalso be availablefor publicviewingand downloadon the county web page. Meeting
minutesor other applicableproject recordswillalso be made availableto the publicnd
publishedon the county web page.
Milestone Forums and Other Planning Informational Meetings
During the plan update process and at times whenamendmentsmay be considered.
meetings to
may holdnull
estone forumsor Informational
the respectiveoomrnlttaelboard
emproposals. Varlouamadla outters
sham plan development progrsu or amandm
(prlntand alr) willbe Informedohm muting, preno rsluus developed and lnformatlon
posted on appropriate websllos.
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