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County Issues Identification Exercise 
Sawyer County Comprehensive Plan 
January 2008 
 
Directions: Please provide responses to the following questions. The italicized 
text under each question provides an example of some items you could 
consider when responding to each issue question.  Please print legibly. 

 
County Character 
 
(A) Every county is unique, shaped by a distinct sense of history and purpose 

that has been cultivated over the decades by the people who call that 
place home. What are the features that define the character of your 
county, or create a “sense of place”? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Transportation Issues 
 

(B) What are the most important transportation issues facing Sawyer 
County? Are there problems with mobility (getting places quickly and easily), safety, 

accessibility or funding for transportation projects? What are the major transportation 
improvement needs? 

 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Housing Issues 
 

(C) What are the most important housing issues facing Sawyer County? Is 
there an adequate supply of housing and mix of housing types? Are there problems 
with maintenance or rehabilitation?  

 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Utilities & County Facilities Issues 
 

(D) What are the most important public utility and facility issues facing 
Sawyer County? Are there problems with facilities or services that the county 

provides? Are there adequate parks and public recreation areas?  What are the major 
utility and county facility needs? 

 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Agricultural, Cultural and Natural Resource Issues 
 

(E) What are the most important agricultural, cultural and natural resource 
issues facing Sawyer County?  Are there environmental problems or concerns? Are 

these resources declining in quantity or quality? Are these resources being used 
appropriately? Are they being protected adequately? Are there historic or cultural 
resources in the county which should be protected?  

 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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(F) What are the important natural and scenic features in your county? 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

(G) What are the important cultural or historic resources in your county? 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Land Use Issues 
 

(H) What are the most important land use issues facing Sawyer County?  Are 
there land uses in your county which create problems or concerns? Are current land 
use regulations effectively preserving the character of your county? Are there 
conflicting land uses within your county? Are there concerns about land uses in 
adjoining communities? (If so, describe your concerns.) Is the pace of development 
and/or land use change occurring too rapidly or too slowly? Is growth in adjoining 
communities impacting your county? How? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Economic Development Issues 
 

(I) What are the most important economic development issues facing 
Sawyer County?  What types of businesses are needed in your county? Are there 

problems with attracting or retaining business development? Is the county taking 
sufficient steps to encourage or promote economic development? How does tourism 
impact your county? Are there adequate local jobs? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

(J) What types of businesses are desired by the county? 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
(K) What are the county’s strengths in attracting new business and industry? 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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(L) What challenges and difficulties does your county face in attracting or 

retaining business and industry? 
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Issues 
 

(M) What are the most important intergovernmental cooperation issues 
facing Sawyer County?  Are there any concerns or problems regarding the county’s 

relationship with the local units of government or others?  Is there an interest in 
sharing municipal services with other communities? Is there adequate communication 
between your county and its neighbors? Do you feel your communities interests are 
being fairly considered by the county? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 


